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Jenny Fukunaga, MA, Associate Director of Community and Academic Engagement, Pam Rector Center 
for Service and Action, Loyola Marymount University Named LEAD California’s 2026 Richard E. Cone 
Award for Emerging Leaders Recipient 

Loyola Marymount University’s Jenny Fukunaga, Associate Director of Community and Academic 
Engagement, Pam Rector Center, recognized for her impact on community-campus partnerships throughout 
the Los Angeles area. 

April 14, 2026 
 
San Diego, CA – LEAD California has selected Jenny Fukunaga, MA, as the recipient of the LEAD California 
2026 Richard E. Cone Award for Emerging Leaders in Community Engagement.  

In 1999, LEAD California (formerly California Campus Compact) developed the Richard E. Cone Award for 
Excellence & Leadership in Cultivating Community Partnerships in Higher Education. Since then, the award 
has been bestowed bi-annually upon an individual who has made significant contributions to the 
development of partnerships between institutions of higher education and communities – partnerships 
through which student learning and the quality of life in communities are simultaneously improved. Since 
2017, the Richard E. Cone Award recognizes an exemplary early-career individual who is an emerging 
leader in the field of community engagement, whose work has had a positive impact on campus and in the 
community, and who is guided by the best practices of community-campus partnerships.  It is the hope of 
LEAD California that this award will inspire all higher education institutions to consider ways to deepen 
their efforts to institutionalize and sustain authentic community-campus partnerships. 

“Jenny exemplifies the heart and soul of the award. In addition to the meaningful work that she is doing 
with college students, Jenny’s commitment to building authentic relationships with community and campus 
partners is a quality that this award celebrates,” said Dr. Erica K. Yamamura, Executive Director of LEAD 
California. “She has a bright future in the field of community engagement and we are honored to celebrate 
her with the Cone Award.” 

Jenny holds a Bachelor of Arts in Human Service Studies with minors in Business Administration, Leadership 
Studies, and Psychology from Elon University, and a Master of Arts in Higher Education Administration from 
Loyola Marymount University.  
 
Dr. Patrick Furlong, Loyola Marymount University Director, Pam Rector Center for Service and Action, 
shared, “Jenny Fukunaga is the kind of emerging leader our field needs. She brings a deep understanding of 
community partnerships from both sides of the work, having worked at one of our community partners for 
a number of years before joining us at Loyola Marymount University. She approaches every relationship 
with humility, curiosity, and care. Jenny invests the time to truly listen to students, faculty, and community 
partners, and because of that, the partnerships she builds are thoughtful, authentic, and lasting. She is a 

https://leadcalifornia.org/


driving force for community engagement at LMU, and I am so excited to see what the future holds for 
Jenny and for all those who benefit from being in relationship with her in this important work.”  

Nicole Cosand Burcham, Development Director, South Central LAMP, who is a community partner added:  

“As a community partner to Loyola Marymount University, it has been a true pleasure working with Jenny 
Fukunaga. Jenny brings a genuine commitment to community engagement and partnership-building, 
always ensuring that collaborations are meaningful for students, faculty, and the organizations they serve. 
Through initiatives such as our Beautifying Days, Thanksgiving Food and Toy Drives, service fairs, and by 
also connecting our organization with LMU faculty and students in the classroom, Jenny has helped create 
opportunities that strengthen both learning and community impact. Her thoughtful approach, 
responsiveness, and dedication make her an invaluable bridge between LMU and the community.” 

########## 

ABOUT THE RICHARD E. CONE AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE AND LEADERSHIP IN CULTIVATING COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS IN 
HIGHER EDUCATION 

Dr. Richard E. Cone was a voice in the national dialogue on experiential education, civic engagement and service-learning since 
the 1970s, and was a guiding spirit and mentor in the development and evolution of LEAD California (formerly California Campus 
Compact) since its beginnings more than 30 years ago. For 25 years, he directed the much-lauded Joint Educational Project (JEP) 
at the University of Southern California from which he retired in 2002. In 1999, LEAD California presented Dr. Cone with the first 
Richard E. Cone Award for Excellence & Leadership in Cultivating Community Partnerships in Higher Education. Since then, the 
award was bestowed annually upon an individual who has made significant contributions to the development of partnerships 
between institutions of higher education and communities – partnerships through which student learning and the quality of life 
in communities are simultaneously improved.  

In 2017, LEAD California renamed the award the Richard E. Cone Award for Emerging Leaders for Community Engagement. This 
biannual award recognizes an exemplary early-career individual who is an emerging leader in the field of community 
engagement, whose work has had a positive impact on campus and in the community, and who is guided by the best practices of 
community-campus partnerships.  For more information on the Richard E. Cone Award and to see a list of past honorees, please 
visit https://leadcalifornia.org/ 

ABOUT LEAD CALIFORNIA 
 
LEAD California is a statewide nonprofit membership organization supporting half a million university and college students, 
administrators, faculty, staff, and community members who, with our resources, expertise, training, and connections, are 
creating innovative ways to ensure a healthy, just, and democratic society. https://leadcalifornia.org/ 
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